
FE

in
br
tim
yo
pi
al
str
on
no
Li
Ru
sib

th
Ar
Oz

Sp
we
tro

La
he
43
im
no
M

FL
C

St. F
Tips: 
hole o
river b
a live 
hang o
these d
deep t
ride.

W

BLU
Miss

20 FEBRUARY 2004

Arkansas
Fishing Calendar 2004

by Keith Sutton

Arkansas encompasses more than
110,000 lakes and ponds, and more
than 20,000 miles of streams. If a per-
son could fish on a different body of
water every week year ’round, and
could do this year after year, it would
still take a lifetime to investigate first-
hand the thousands of extraordinary
fishing waters within the Natural
State. To my knowledge, no one has

come close to achieving that end.
It’s fun to try, though. And if you’ll

try the following suggestions-three
hotspots per month, 36 in all, you’ll
have sampled some of the best fishing
Arkansas has to offer. 

JANUARY
Nimrod Lake

Crappie
All of Arkansas’ U.S. Army Corps

of Engineers impoundments provide
good to excellent crappie fishing
opportunities. But one Corps lake
ranks higher than all the rest. That
reservoir, Nimrod Lake, has attained
legendary status in the annals of
Natural State crappie fishing. This
scenic Arkansas River Valley hotspot
is in a class of its own, producing
huge numbers of 2- to 3-pound slabs.
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JUNE

CRAPPIE
Nimrod Lake

Tips: If you can use
sonar to pinpoint win-
ter schools along
channels and other
bottom structure, you
can sometimes limit
out without moving
your boat!

LARGEMOUTH
BASS

Table Rock Lake
Tips: This is one of
the very best times to
fish what’s one of our
best bass lakes. It’s
not a time for num-
bers of bass, but the
big ones are ready to
bite!

MIXED BAG
Lake Hinkle

Tips: This is a perfect
stop if you’re looking
to catch whatever’s
biting. Healthy popu-
lations of a wide vari-
ety of game fish make
this a great lake.

PADDLEFISH
White River

Tips: Paddlefish are
short-stopped in their
spawning run at the
White River dam near
Batesville. Be there to
catch a true freshwa-
ter giant.

REDEARS
Bear Creek Lake

Tips: The redears
spawn this month in
the long, fingerlike
coves of Bear Creek.
Try fishing worms
and crickets near the
bottom for the best
action.

WALLEYE
Lake Ouachita

Tips: Big walleyes
are plentiful at
Ouachita, and this is
the time of year to
take them. Their num-
bers are so high that
they may now be the
lake’s No. 1 sportfish.

SAUGER
Arkansas River

ROCK BASS
Buffalo National

River

CHANNEL 
CATFISH
Red River

LARGEMOUTH
BASS

Lake Dunn

CRAPPIE
Lake Hamilton

BREAM
White River NWR

STRIPED BASS
Lake Greeson

WALLEYE
Carpenter Dam

WALLEYE
Little Red River

WHITE BASS
White River

CRAPPIE
Lake Overcup

TROUT
Little Red River

We’ve got three dozen top Natural State fishing trips for
you right here — a year’s worth of great fishing.

And you won’t even have to leave the state!
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You won’t find many anglers here
in January. You must be tough to
brave the frigid temperatures this
time of year, and most folks aren’t. If
you are, though, and you know how to
pinpoint winter schools of crappie
along bottom channels and other
structure, you can sometimes sit in
one spot and catch a limit of slabs in
no time. Nimrod sits 65 miles west of
Little Rock and 25 miles south of
Russellville, making it quickly acces-
sible for lots of anglers.

To catch a mess of delicious saugers
this month, head straight to the
Arkansas River. The tailwaters below
Ozark and Murray dams are hotspots.

Put the Little Red River at Heber
Springs on your January itinerary as
well. You simply won’t find better
trout fishing anywhere.

FEBRUARY
Table Rock

Largemouths
The White River below Beaver

Lake flows north and becomes the
headwaters of Table Rock Lake, a
43,100-acre Corps of Engineers
impoundment sprawling across
north-central Arkansas and southern
Missouri. Arkansas anglers often

dard fare of largemouth bass,
bluegills, channel catfish and crappie,
this 960-acre impoundment also sup-
ports populations of white bass, flat-
head catfish, spotted bass, redear sun-
fish, saugeyes and other popular
sportfish. If you just want to enjoy
one of those catch-whatever-bites
fishing junkets, this is the place to do
it, and March is a great time to try.

For more March madness, tie into
some bucketmouth bass on Lake
Dunn or Lake Austell in Village
Creek State Park near Wynne.

For a chance at a world-record-
class walleye, go early to the tributar-
ies of the Little Red River above
Greers Ferry Lake.

APRIL
White River
Paddlefish

This month, paddlefish short-
stopped in their upstream spawning
migration will congregate below the
White River dam at Batesville. The
numbers of these “spoonbills” are
small compared to decades past, but
enough paddlefish still make the
annual journey to attract a dedicated
cadre of fishermen.

Catching paddlefish, however, isn’t

overlook this scenic impoundment as
a prime bass-fishing destination, but
in bass tournament statistics com-
piled by the Arkansas Game and Fish
Commission, Table Rock consistently
ranks among the state’s best large-
mouth lakes in terms of the percent-
age of successful anglers, average
weight of fish caught, number of fish
per day, pounds of fish per day and
angler hours for a fish over 5 pounds.
At one February tournament, anglers
weighed in eight 5-pound-plus bass,
showing this to be a great month for
catching lunkers.

Lake Hamilton is a topnotch place for
catching big winter crappie this month.

Try for walleyes and rainbow
trout below Carpenter Dam on
Lake Catherine.

MARCH
Lake Hinkle

Grab Bag
Drop a minnow, worm or jig into

Lake Hinkle during March, and
there’s no telling what you might
catch. Located in the Ouachita
Mountains just west of Waldron,
Hinkle offers some of the most
diverse fishing opportunities of any
AGFC lake. In addition to the stan-

FLATHEAD
CATFISH

St. Francis River
Tips: Find a deep
hole on an outside
river bend and drop in
a live baitfish. Then
hang on as one of
these denizens of the
deep takes you for a
ride.

LONGNOSE
GAR

White River
Tips: Topwater fish-
ing for these “trash”
fish is extraordinary
fun. Wait until you see
the fish, and then cast
to them with baitfish-
imitating topwaters.
They’re fresh water’s
answer to tarpon!

TROUT
Spring River

Tips: Whether you
fish from a canoe or
are bank-bound, this
is a great way to beat
the summer heat.
Nine million gallons
of 58-degree water
keep it primed for
trout all season long.

STRIPED BASS
Arkansas River

Tips: The action’s on
the surface this month
as big stripers chase
baitfish and explode
into them all over the
river. Lake Dardanelle
is a prime spot.

SMALLMOUTH
BASS

Saline River
Tips: This is prime
time to float the
Saline and catch
dozens of good
bronzebacks, plus a
few walleyes, rock
bass and catfish as
well.

CRAPPIE
Lake Conway

Tips: The crappie of
this panfish factory-
have had all year to
grow. Try the east side
of the lake and get
ready for a late-sea-
son fish fry.

TROUT
White River

LARGEMOUTH
BASS

Lake Chicot

LARGEMOUTH
BASS

Lake Erling

BOWFIN
Dagmar WMA

SMALLMOUTH
BASS

Ouachita River

HYBRIDS
DeGray Lake

BLUE CATFISH
Lower White River

FRESHWATER
DRUM

White River

CHANNEL 
CATFISH

Farm Ponds

TROUT
North Fork River

SPOTTED BASS
Bull Shoals Lake

BLUE CATFISH
Mississippi River
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